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Village of Elwood Application of 

“Northpoint” for Annexation, Zoning 
and Planned Unit Development 

• 851 Acres

• Several hundred additional acres in adjoining municipality



Impact of Social Media and Internet
• Facebook

• Neighborhood Forums

• Organized activity sites

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1878679992160412&set=p.1878679992160412&type=3&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1878679642160447&set=p.1878679642160447&type=3&ifg=1


Open Meetings Considerations
Suitable Accommodations

• “All meetings required by this Act to be public shall be held at specific times 
and places which are convenient and open to the public . . . “ (5 ILCS
120/2.01)

• Gerwin v. Livingston County Board – 345 Ill App. 3d 352



Due Process Considerations

• Case Law considerations

• Statutory considerations

“The Principles of substantive and procedural due process apply at all stages of 
the decision making and review of all zoning decisions.” 

(65 ILCS 5/11-13-25)



Elwood Hearings

1.  Accommodations for 600+ at Village Hall

2.  Accommodations for 1,000 at local school

3.  Accommodations for 1,000 at local school



Hearing 1
Elwood Village Hall

• Village board Room – 50 capacity

• Village community room with direct view to board room – 96 capacity

• Village Hall basement – 335 capacity

• Village Hall Administrative Offices – 150 capacity

• Multiple large screen monitors

• Audio throughout all rooms, foyer and outside of building

• 14 officers/deputies

• Sign-in process

• Cueing for speakers

• Accommodations for video presentations by public







Village Hall
Scope of Work

• Set up and tear down – 104 total man hours

• Hours on site – 60 man hours

• Monitors – 17
o 10 Oversize for audience

o 7 for Planning and Zoning Commission

• Projection Units – 3

• Audio Speakers – 12

• Microphones – 14

• OMA Complaints – 30+



Social Media post during meeting

• “Let the OMA violations rain down on them.”

Admin · December 19, 2017 at 11:15pm · Elwood, IL

LET THE OMA VIOLATIONS RAIN DOWN ON THEM!

December 19, 2017 at 7:16pm · Channahon, IL

EVERYONE START CHANTING SAY NO and drown them out.

Everyone call Better Government Bureau 

and let them know this is happening

877-299-3642

OPEN MEETING ACT VIOLATION You are not being allowed to 

attend a public hearing. Doors closed before meeting start time

https://www.facebook.com/heystephanator?fref=gs&dti=474866009540497&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/heystephanator?fref=gs&dti=474866009540497&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/474866009540497/admins/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JUSTSAYNOTONORTHPOINT/permalink/550681625292268/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Elwood-Illinois/104006179636486?hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/JUSTSAYNOTONORTHPOINT/permalink/550604901966607/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Channahon-Illinois/107833702570262?hc_location=group


PAC Complaints

• Accommodation

• Limiting Testimony



Attachments

• DJS – Introductory Comments

• Public Hearing Rules

• Response to PAC on Accommodations Issue

• Response to PAC on Limiting Testimony



Introductory Comments



Introductory Comments continued



Introductory Comments continued



Introductory Comments continued



Public Hearing Rules Adopted by 
Ordinance



Open Meetings act Request for Review  
Accommodations Response



Open Meetings act Request for Review 
Limiting Testimony


